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Art Unit: 2684 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3,6,8-10,22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hashimoto [US 5,255,308]. 

Regarding claims 1,22 and 23, Hashimoto discloses a method of receiving a group call to 
all the cordless extensions in the group. Hashimoto further discloses: 

- a network node device (3 in Fig. 1) for connecting one or more telephone wirelines to one 
or more wireless connections for receiving incoming calls each specifying a telephone 
number (See Fig. 1); 

one or more wireless signal generators (4 in Fig 1) supporting one or more wireless 
connections to one or more wireless devices (see Fig.l); 

one or more controllable interconnection between the telephone wirelines and wireless 
signal generator (see Fig. 1 and summary of invention); 

a method of associating a called telephone number with at least two wireless devices and 
means for alerting the at least two wireless devices associated with the called telephone 
number of the incoming call (see col. 4, lines 30-57); 

- means for accepting one of the said wireless devices as the answerer to the first incoming 
call and means for directing the second incoming call to the same single number to one of 
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the other wireless devices associated with that telephone number while the first call is in 
progress. See summary of invention and col. 4, lines 30-57. 

Regarding claim 2, Hashimoto further discloses the network node device to comprise one 
or more computational elements that control said controllable interconnection (see col.2, line 55- 
col. 3, line 59). 

Regarding claim 3, Hashimoto further discloses the network control unit to include 
processors and memory for controllable interconnections between the wireline and wireless 
devices (see col.4, lines 40-59). 

Regarding claim 6, Hashimoto further discloses the network control unit to include 
wireUne telephony signal generators (see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 8, Hashimoto discloses a method where the information stored includes 
a connection process to control intercormections of the network control imit between wireline 
and wireless signal generators (See summary of invention and col. 4, lines 30-57, Fig.l). 

Regarding claim 9, Hashimoto further discloses a method where the controllable 
interconnection is non-blocking (See summary of invention and col. 4, lines 30-57, Fig.l). 
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Regarding claim 10, Hashimoto further discloses a method where the controllable 
interconnection is any to any (see Fig. 1 ) . 

Regarding claim 24, Hashimoto further discloses a method for selecting one wireless 
signal method to be used between the node device and the at least two wireless devices. See col. 
3, lines 40-51 and Fig. 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4,5,7,1 1 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hashimoto [US 5,255,308] in view of Antonello [US 5,862,469]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Hashimoto discloses all the limitations as claimed. However 
he does not disclose the memory in the network control unit to include long-term storage for 
information 

Antonello, in the same field of endeavor, teaches the use of memory in the network 
control unit to include long-term storage for information (see col. 4, lines 60-67). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the above teachings of Antonello to Hashimoto in order to carry 
out successful call processing. 
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Regarding claim 7, Antonello further discloses a method of generating DTMF tones (see 

fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 11, Antonello further discloses a method where the intercormection is a 
bus (SEE Fig.l). 

5. Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hashimoto 
[US 5,255,308] in view of Chambers [US 5,867,485]. 

Regarding claims 18-20, Hashimoto as treated in claim 1 does not disclose the network 
node device to comprise of a power supply and the power supply comprising of trickle battery 
charger and further the battery charger connected to solar cells. 

Chambers in the same field of endeavor teaches a system with network node devices and 
network interface units to replace the last mile fiber/coaxial/twisted pair loop to the curb line 
wireline networks from residences and/or businesses. Chambers further teaches the method of 
supplying power to the network interface unit to feed the various components of the unit along 
with a battery backup. Chambers further teaches the use of solar panels that are used to trickle 
charge the battery when not in use. See Figures 1 and 4 and column 9, lines 40-50. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the above teachings of Chambers to Hashimoto in order to power 
the components of the network node for optimal operation and further use the battery backup 
when power is interrupted. 
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Response to Arguments 
5. Applicants arguments filed 12/10/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the analogy of the radio control unit in Hashimoto reference 
and the claimed network node is improper. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. It should be noted the claim does not call for all the features 
inside the node but the language of the claim calls for "network node comprises of. Further the 
wireless signal generator(unit 4, in fig. 1) is directly connected to the network node and therefore 
is part of the network node. 

The applicant argues that the primary reference fails to teach the key feature in the 
invention i.e. associating the single called telephone number with at least two wireless devices 
and means for alerting the at least two wireless devices associated with the single called number 
of a first incoming call from an originating device which is not one of the at least two wireless 
devices associated with the single called number. 

The applicant is again drawn to the Hashimoto reference where it teaches a group call 
method but has essentially the same features as the claimed invention as stated above. Hashimoto 
discloses a network node device (3 in Fig.l) for connecting one or more telephone wirelines to 
one or more wireless connections for receiving incoming calls each specifying a telephone 
number (See Fig.l); and means for accepting one of the said wireless devices as the answerer to 
the first incoming call and means for directing the second incoming call to the same single 
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number to one of the other wireless devices associated with that telephone number while the first 
call is in progress. See suramary of invention and col. 4, lines 30-57. 

The claim language does not distinguish between the prior art and the argued features. 
The claims are further given the broadest interpretation. 

Therefore the rejection of the claims 1-11, 18-20, 22 and 23 as presented in the previous 
office action (mailed 9/10/04) and as discussed above is considered proper. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Sujatha Sharma whose telephone number is 571-272-7886. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7.30am - 4.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor. Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

hiformation regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi-om the Patent 
Application hiformation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained ft"om either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 



Conclusion 



Sujatha Sharma 
October 11,2005 
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